OR. BEVERLY ANTHONY ALLEN 
1757 - 1816 


CHURCHMAN, 1780-1792 
MERCHANT/BUSINESSMAN, 1792-1794 
MURDERER, 1794 
FUGITIVE, 1794 
EDUCATOR, 1795 
PHYSICIAN, 1795-1816 
MILITARY SURGEON, 1798-1815 
LARGE LAND OWNER, -1816 


All of the above, and, quite possibly, my great- 
great-grandfather. 


Garner Doolin, January 1990 


Beverly Anthony Allen was born in Maryland, circa 1757, 
to William Allen, Sr. and Beverly, who moved 
their family to eastern Virginia, while he was quite 
young. He had a brother William, who was captain in the 
Virginia militia in the war of 1776, and a brother 
Reuben, who became an attorney. He was educated as a 
physician, but before beginning practice, he fell 

under the spell of itinerant Methodist preachers, and 
was converted to that church, then new inthis country. 


“World Methodism" identifies Beverly Allen as an 
American preacher and known as the first apostate 
Methodist elder, who began preaching in 1778. In 1780 
he met Bishop Francis Asbury, head of the Methodists 
in America, and was his traveling companion. He was a 
Correspondent of the Rev. John Wesley (1703-1791). The 
minutes of the Methodist church show Mr. Allen to 
remain on trial in 1781, which indicates that he was 
admitted the year before. He was appointed that year, 
1781. to the Isle of Wight, in southern Virginia. 

He acted as assistant (in effect a presiding elder) 
1782-1784. In 1783 he organized the Salisbury circuit 
on theYadkin River in central North Carolina. in 1784 


1 


he was appointed to Wilmington. He was elected an Elder 
at the Christmas conference in 1784, but was not 
ordained until the meeting of the first annual 
conference at the home of Major Green Hill in North 
Carolina, April 1785. At that conference Allen was 
appointed to Georgia, the first preacher to be assigned 
there. Thomas Coke said "Beverly Allen has all of 
Georgia to range in". But Allen did not go to Georgia. 
He spent the summer of 1785 as a free lance preacher in 
North Carolina, and that fall went into South Carolina. 
Asbury was definitely displeased, writing in his journal 
"I was grieved at Beverly Allen's conduct: hurt to the 
cause of God may follow". In 1786 Allen married in to 
one of the first families in the low country of South 
Carolina, and for five years was popular and prominent 
as a preacher and presiding elder in Charleston and it's 
environs. Then suddenly in 1792, because of a morals 
charge against him, he was expelled from the connection. 
After his expulsion, Allen moved to Augusta, Georgia,and 
went into business. Becoming involved in debt for which 
he was about to be prosecuted, he shot and killed the 
officer sent ta arrest him, fleeing to Logan county, 
Kentucky, then known as “Rogue's Harbor", Allen practiced 
medicine for some years. As a boy, the famous Peter 
Cartwright boarded in Allen's home while attending 
school in Russellville, and several years after becoming 
a Methodist preacher, Cartwright visited Allen, and was 
with him when he died. 
Above from WORLD METHODISM, quoting: 

Francis Asbury, Journal and Letters, 1958 

Peter Cartwright, Autobiography, 1936 

General Minutes, ME, F. A. Mood, Charleston 1856 


Anna Singletary, born about 1780, was the daughter of 
John Hays and Sarah Singletary. They were South Carolina 
aristocrats and objected to the marriage of their 
daughter to "one of those Methodists". So Beverly Allen 
rode away up into Virginia. The young lady began to 
pine away, and finally took to her bed. Doctors could 
do nothing. Finally Mr. Singletary wrote to Beverly Allen 
to return. To the bearer of the letter, Beverly Allen 
replied: "He asked me to leave, and he must ask me to 
come back". So the father had to get in his carriage and 
go to Virginia to bring back his future son-in-law. They 
were married on the 12th of February 1786. 

Clay L. Greene, July 1988, quoting "Family Papers" 


In the year 179_, Beverly Allen and Billy Allen, "two 
cultured gentlemen from Virginia", carried on the business 
‘of merchandise in the county of Elbert, Georgia. Their 

storehouse and residence were on a hill rising from 
Beaver Dam creek, on the side of the road leading from 





Fish Dam Ford on Broad river to the Cherokee Ford on 
the Savannah. Beverly Allen was handsome with a fine 
voice and ardent temperment. He was one of the converts 
of Bishop Asbury. Preaching was a rarity when Beverly 
Allen became a convert. Men pricked up their ears and 
their souls were stirred within them when they heard 
striking exhibitions af the punishments of the lower 
‘world for their sins, and the joys of the upper for 
their repentance. When Beverly Allen held forth on these 
subjects, the whole population crowded together to 

hear him. He became the idol of the people. 


Beverly Allen, with his brother, went to Augusta to 

buy goods with the money they had, and the credit they could 
obtain. Whilst there, the foreign merchant of whom they 
had purchased their first stock of goods found them 
buying goods of others, instead of first discharging 
their debt to him. He caused a writ to be issued for 
their arrest returnable to the United States District 
Court. The Allens, being informed ofthis, armed themselves, 
and took possession of a room in a public house and 
fastened the doors against entrance. The Marshal, Robert 
Forsyth, (the father of the celebrated John Forsyth, 
future governor of Georgia, and Secretary of State?) 
pursued them, forced open the door and was, upon his 
entrance, shot dead by Beverly Allen. The Allens 
immediately fled to Elbert county, and were pursued by 

a warrent for their arrest upon the charge of murder. 
William Barnett, for a long time afterwards a well known 
public man, was the sheriff of Elbert county. Upon 
receiving the warrent, he assembled a large force, and 
went in pursuit. The Allens concealed themselves ina 
high log house, which stood for a long time after the 
event alluded to, on the side of the road near Beaver 
Dam. The place of their concealment being communicated 
to the sheriff, he surrounded it with his guard. The 
doors were barricaded so as to prevent entrance. After 
many fruitless attempts to get the Allens out, the house 
was set on fire. Billy Allen, finding resistance was in 
vain, opened the doors and gave himself up. The fire 

was put out and search commenced for Beverly Allen,the 
principal offender. He was at first concealed between 
the ceiling of the cockloft and the roof. The Allens 
were immediately confined to the jail of the county. 


When this became known to the people, the news spread 
that the servent of God was in jail for resisting an 
effort to take him from his liberty, to seperate him 
from his home, family, friends, and flock, by confining 
him in Augusta, through the process of the United States 
court, the instrument by which the Federalists intended 
to deprive the people of their rights, and for a debt to 
one who was not a citizen ot the State. In those days 


the people were a law unto themselves. The restraints 
of government were very slight during the dominion of 
Great Britain, and scarcely felt at all, especially on 

the frontiers of the new states. Voluntary associations 
called Lynch Men afforded some protection against thieves. 
Personal rights were secured from violation only by the 
sure sign of a good gun, or a heavy fist, and a fearless 
spirit. Liberty and especially liberty of person, was, 
from the habit of speaking, acting and feeling, of the 
times of the revolution and immediately after. 

considered by many a chief good. In such times, among such 
people, operated upon by such causes, the Allens could not 
remain prisoners. The sheriff, finding that their rescue 
would be attempted, set off with his prisoners for 
Washington, Wilkes county. He was headed on the road, and 
then considered it safest to return. He increased his 
guard to sixteen men, but many of these proved to be 
friends of the prisoners. On the night after his return 
from the attempt to secure the prisoners in the Wilkes 
jail, the jail at Elbert was attacked by two hundred 

men. The doors were forced open and the Allens permitted 
to escape. The friends of the prisoners on guard had, 
previous to the attack, taken the powder from the locks 

of all the guards except one. 


Beverly Allen fled to the most distant frontier of the 

United States. Billy Allen, whose crime consisted in 

being in the company of his brother when the act of 

violence was done, was permitted soon after to return to 

his home where he remained unmolested during his life. 
Above from the Historical Collections of Georgia, 
by Rev. George White, published 1854. 


William Allen remained in Elbert county, and had a large 
number of descendants. His son by his second wife, Nancy 
Walthall, Singleton Walthall Allen, married Jane Lanier 
Heard, daughter of Governor Stephen and Elizabeth Darden 
Heard. He was their only child, hismother dying a few 
months after his birth. 

Above from The History of Elbert County Georgia, 

by John H. McIntosh, 1968. 


The Kentucky Gazette for Saturday May 31, 1794, carried 
the following notice: 


REWARD 


Wereas the common Gaol the county of 
Richmond, State of Georgia, was broke 
open on the night of the twenty-Sixth 
of February, 1794, and Beverly Allen, 
charged with the murder of the late 
Reber’ rorsyth, Esquire, escaped there- 


from. A number of the citizens of 

Augusta hereby offer a reward of three 
hundred dollars specie, to any person 

or persons who will apprehend and secure 
the said Beverly Allen in the aforesaid 
common Gaol, In addition to the reward 

of Seventy-five pounds offered by his 
Excellency, The Governor, in his 
proclamation of the 27 ult. The money 
will be paid by Mr. M'Millan on producing 
the sheriff's receipt for the body of the 
Said Allen. N.B.: The above Allen is 
upwards of 37 years of age, about 5 feet 
11 inches high, smooth complection, his 
hair rather of dark colour and loose 
about his ears. He is known in Virginia 
and in all the states to the southward 
thereof as a Methodist preacher. 


Some excerpts from "The History of Russellville 
and Logan County Kentucky” by Alexander C Finley, 
will continue our story: 


Beverly Allen then fled through Tennessee and settled (in 
Logan County) and here within the wilderness of Logan 
County, among outlaws, etc., he settled without means to 
gain a livelihood, away from his wife and home and 
property, and laying beneath the ban of his church which 
had fostered and cherished him, and beneath whose wing he 
had flourished and grown great, and here deserted and 

alone and poor, he could do nothing but avail himself of 
his early profession, and so he became the first physician 
in Logan County. Dr. Beverly Allen soon succeeded to a 

fine practice and in a few months, his devoted wife left 
the comforts of civilized life and rejoined her husband 

in the wilds of Logan County. Each year gradually drew his 
wealth to him and it was not long before he began to lay 
the foundation of his future prosperity. And here he 
expected to rest easy, but that restless spirit could not 
be still - the more land he took up or bought, the more he 
wanted. Each year added acres to acres until the whole 
county below the mouth of the Big Whipoorwill and south 

of South Prong in Kentucky was his own. But yet he was not 
satisfied. He quit his practice and proceeded to speculate 
in lands, or rather to acquire land, but not to sell much. 
He became a Universalist also, but occasionally his mind 
would turn to the days of his success as a minister, 
especially when he started in the morning of his life, pure 
and bright hopes of Heaven. Now successful in Worldly 
affairs, but with no hopes beyond the tomb. When his 
success was abundant but his love of gain unsatisfied, with 
no sunshine to cheer his moral horizon, 1816 he passed away, 
bequeathing to his posterity, as a rich boon, contests 





and law-suits for years after his death. His wife Anne 
survived him, living until the 1850's. 


Beverly Anthony Allen's Will, Logan County Will Book A, 
pages 620 thru 628, dated 27 November 1816, and proven 

17 February 1817, left his “Mansion House" and other 
properties to his wife, Anna, and his surviving children 
by her, Ann Coke Allen Prince (and husband Elisha Prince), 
Mary Allen, Sarah Allen, William Allen, Martha Allen, 
Caroline Allen, Harriet Allen, and Hays Allen (female), 
with most specific instructions for it's distribution. 


A letter brom B. B. Stemmons, a grand child,to 
Drucilla Stovall Jones, circa 1942, notes the 
following: 


- After a short time (in Logan County) as a boarding 
school Master, (Peter Cartwright was a pupil) Beverly 
Allen took up the practice of medicine. 

In 1798, Governor Garrard (Kentucky's second governor) 
appointed him as Surgeon to the 23rd Regular Kentucky 
Infantry, which position he held until 1815, and for 
which professional services, the State of Kentucky 
afterwards granted him. in payment, over 9600 acres in 
Logan and Christian county land. 


Stemmons also writes: 


After escaping to "Rogues Harbor" and amassing a fortune 
from his practice of medicine, he always gave to any of 
his children, when they married, a present of 1000 acres 
of land as a 'starter'. After he lived some years in 

Logan county, his brother Reuben, a lawyer of Milledgeville, 
Georgia, came to Logan county to make his home and where 
he lived until his death. Reuben Allen died during May 
1812 in Logan county and was buried there. The Allen's 
history goes back to an officer of the British Navy, who 
wrote the name 'FitzAllen'. He was of Scottish descent. 

A grandson of Reuben Allen, Dr. Selden Allen McMeans, 

went to California in early day in search for gold.He 
later served as State Treasurer of California. another 
descendant of the Allens, a Reuben Allen, married Magdalene Bird 
in 1787 in Augusta County, Virginia, and his aunt Hannah 
married Captain George Bird. "You know of the Bird family 
of Virginia"! Another descendant, Frank Allen, 1787-1849, 
married Lydia Payne, 1791-1849, who was a niece of 
President Madison. an uncle of the above Frank Allen, 
Benjamin Allen, married Elizabeth Hudson in Prince Edward 
county, Virginia, She was a daughter of Charles Hudson, 
whose brother, George Hudson, was the grandfather of Henry 
Clay of Kentucky. 


From a History of Anderson County Texas, is an 
item of interest: 


Isaac Smith McMeans was born and reared not far from 
Knoxville, Tennessee, and married, at Kingston, Tennessee, 
a niece of the noted Methodist preacher, Beverly Allen, of 
Kentucky, and a daughter of Reuben Allen, of Georgia. 

The lady being a native of Milledgeville, that state, her 
parents had started to move from Georgia to Kentucky, 

and were delayed by the breaking down of their carriage 

at Kingston. The young people became acquainted in the 
meantime, and as their marriage was opposed by the parents 
of the young lady, they ran away and were married. 


"The Allen line is quite interesting". Quote/unquote. 


In addition to the 9600 acres of land granted to Beverly 
Allen in Logan and Christian counties for his military 
service, 1798-1815, as Surgeon to the 23rd Regular Kentucky 
Infantry, we find the following interesting entries in the 
Court Records of Logan County Order Book: 


May County Court 1801 


2 ROWLAND ALLEN petitions the court for a certificate for 
400 acres of land (can not identify a Rowland Allen) 


3 MARY DAVIS makes application for 400 acres of land. 
Assent and vouched for by William Mann, Peyton Nowlan, 
and Thomas Davidson. (Mary Davis (later Mary Phelps) 
was 21 years of age, per her grave stone in the Doolin 
cemetery, Jackson County, Illinois) suspect a connection 
with Beverly Allen. 


June County Court 1802 


575 NANCY ALLEN enters 400 acres of land. (Nancy Allen is 
identified in the Logan county Kentucky Cemeteries book 
as Ann Coke (Allen) Prince, daughter of Beverly Allen, 
born ca 1790, she would have been 12 years old in 1802) 


576 Bartlett Allen enters 400 acres of land, beginning on 
the east side of the Red river on a military survey 
and a head right survey belonging to Beverly Allen and 
running with said line binding on the same and the line 
and survey of James Wilson for quantity. (can find no 
other mention of a Bartlett Allen, except in a reference 
in a bill in chancery, 22 Feb 1818, re the above grant, 
wherein Polly (Mary) Allen Baker, widow of John F Baker, 
and daughter of Beverly Allen, refers to Bartlett 
Allen as a relation of hers. (another A.K.A.?) 


577 BEVERLY A. ALLEN enters 200 acres of land. 


February County Court 1803 


739 COKE ALLEN enters 400 acres of land (obviously Beverly's 
daughter Ann Coke Allen, now 13, filing for more land.) 


740 ANN COKE located 400 acres (same person, of course) 
OCTOBER COUNTY COURT 1803 


846 MARY ALLEN enters 400 acres of land in Logan county 
beginning on the east side of William Allen's claim. 
(Beverly's daughter Mary, then 11 years of age) 


847 SINGLETARY ALLEN enters 400 acres of land, beginning 
on a claim of Mary Davis, and running to the best 
advantage for quantity. (This is John Hays Singletary 
Allen, Beverly's eldest son, then 15 years of age.) 


848 JOHN HAYS enters 400 acres of land. beginning aon the 
west side of the survey of James Houston. (John Hays 
Singletary Allen, Beverly's eldest son again.) 


849 WILLIAM ALLEN enters 400 acres of land, beginning on 
the east side of survey made for James Houston.(Beverly's 
son William. then 3 years old.) 


850 SARAH ALLEN enters 400 acres of land. (Beverly's 
daughter Sarah, then 7 years of age.) 


This much we know of Dr. Beverly Anthony Allen's origins, 
history, character, and how he gained much of his wealth 
and property. My interest began when I learned of one bit 
of real estate he parted with. 


On the first day of April 1816, Beverly A. Allen, of Logan 
county, Kentucky, to Mary Davis, of Christian county, said 
state, for the sum of one hundred dollars, in hand paid, 
did bargain and sell, convey and set over unto said Mary 
and her children, the heirs of her body, forever, a certain 
tract or parcel of land in Christian county on the dry fork 
or branch of the Little West Fork of the Red river, on 
which said Mary Davis now lives - ~ containing by estimate 
250 acres of land. 


Beverly Allen died that same year, sometime after the 27th 
of November, when he signed his will. 


Mary Davis died on the 8th of November 1844, in Jackson 
county Illinois, and is buried in the Doolin cemetery in 


Murphysboro township. Her gravestone bears the name Mary 
Phelps, aged 64 years, she having been married to John 
Phelps, probably in 1817. 


On the 27th day of October 1845, Jefferson Allen, my great 
grandfather (born 13 Sep 1806), Sarah W. (Allen) Babbitt 
(15 Apr 1801), Nancy Davis (Allen) Hall ( 10 Nov 1803), 
Clement Allen (ca 1810), William B. Phelps (1818), and 
George W, Phelps (1822), all acnowledging themselves to 

be the children of Mary Phelps, formerly Mary Davis, thru 
powers of attorney to Jefferson Allen, as attorney-in-fact, 
sold the above described land, that had been deeded to 

Mary Davis by Beverly Allen in 1816. 


Certain inescapable questions come to mind when one considers 
the facts that are known or suspected: 


1 Mary Davis was the name used in 1801 to enter claim 
for a grant of land, and Mary Davis was the name to 
which Beverly Allen deeded 250 acres of land in 1816, the 
year he died, for one hundred dollars. 


2 Mary Davis' children were all named Allen. Sarah, born 
1801, Nancy, born 1803, Jefferson, born 1806, Clement, 
born 1810, and Emaline, born 1813, who died in 1832 and is 
buried in the Doolin cemetery. 


3 Two of Mary Davis' children named their sons Brverly. 
Beverly Allen Hall, born 1 Nov 1824 to Nancy Davis (Allen) 
Hall, and Beverly A. Allen, 14 Oct 1861 to Jeffersan 
Allen. 


4 A coincidence perhaps, but two of Mary Davis' daughters 
have the same names (Sarah, born 1801, and Nancy, born 
18035 as Beverly's daughters, Sarah, born 1796,and Nancy, 
a name used by Ann Coke) born 1790. 


5 The property deeded to Mary Davis in 1816 by Beverly 
Allen, the year he died, for an almost token amount. 


6 Mary Davis left Kentucky for Jackson county, Illinois, 
probably in in early 1817, and probably with or to 
relatives, She must have married John Phelps in 1817, as 
her son William B. Phelps was born in 1818. It is reported 
that Polly (Mary) Phelps and Jefferson Allen attested to 
the death of Hezekiah Davis, in Jackson county, in 1834, 
for his pension papers. 


